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are prefixed, have agreed to pay the ſame for all 
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- hither this morning, 
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promiſes. * 61 174 . . * 4 475 BEG 4 * 15 *. FP 
I cannot tell how to effect this laudable purpoſe 
better, than by ſetting before you the rich and free 


them, who through faith and patience inherit the 


was the blaſpheming, perſecuting Saul, ſpoken of 
in the text. The experimental knowledge of this 
grace, will remove guilt from conſciences polluted 
with the moſt aggravated crimes :- and be more ef- 
14 A fectual 


„ 
. 
fectual to reſtrain the corruptions of man's heart, 


and influence his conduct, than all the laws of gc 
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Saul was a Jew by birth—his education was un- 
der Gamaliel—and his zeal for the religion of his 


fathers increaſed with his years. Jeſus had been 


rejected by, and condemned, and crucified at the 
inſtigation of the ſanhedrim. But yet his followers 


* i 


_ multiplied. , This filled Saul with perſecuting zeal 
and madneſs; Though young, he had given his 


voice for-the execution of Stephen, and kept the 


clothes of thoſe that ſtoned him. Many. of the 


diſciples he had compelled to blaſpheme. This 


, perſecution at Jeruſalem diſperſed, and, in diſ- 
. rling, Increaſed the diſciples of Jeſus Chrift. 


amaſcus, which was about a. hundred and ſixty 


miles north-eaſt of Jeruſalem, had received the 


word. The report of this reached the ears of 
Saul, and inflamed anew his reſentment. Breath- 
ing out threatnings and ſlaughter againſt the diſ- 
ciples of the Lord, he went to the high-prieft, 
who had authority over the ſynagogues, and de- 
fired letters to Damaſcus, that if he found any 
of this way, whether they were men or women, he 
might bring them bound to Jerufalem. Thus im- 
powered by the high-prieſt, and eager after his 
prey, he Ae till he came near to Damaicus : 
and ſudd 


1 


enly—What? Does he execute his pur- 


poſe? No; nothing leſs: but ſuddenly —as much 

unexpected, as the coming of Chriſt will be at tl e 

luaſt day, to the ungodly _ in their ſins . Sud- 
t 


denly—as little deſired as the unclean ſpirit was 
that entered into, that tore and bruiſed, the young 
man, whom our Lord healed +.—Suddenly there 
ſnined round about him a light from heaven. And 


Mark xili. 36. | þ Luke ix. 39. &c, 


he, 


6835 


he, together with thoſe who + attended him, as his 


. 


- 


0 paſke, to execute his malicious purpoſes againſt 
the diſciples, fell to the earth; and Saul only to 
E heard 4 


oice as to. underſtand it, which ſaid unto 


. 


7 him, © Saul, Saul why perfecuteſt thou me?” As 
3 if be had faid; Theſe my followers have done thee 


* 


no harm; and their ſufferings are mine, they being 


members of my body. And he ſaid, Who arr 


.} thou, Lord, that chargeſt me with perſecuting 
7 thee? whereas I am only putting an end to a ſett 


of impoſtors, followers of the Nazarene, out, of 


A⁊eal to the Lord God of Iſrael, and the law, of Mo- 


ſes. And the Lord ſaid, I am Jeſus the Nazarene 
[Inozs e Nagupaes, Chap, xxii. 8.] whom thou perſe- 

uteſt : It is hard for thee to kick againſt the pricks; 
that is, thy attempts to hurt me in my followers, 
if perſiſted in, will wound and ruin thyſelf, as the 
ox, by kicking againſt the goad, injures none 


but himſelf. And he, trembling and aſtoniſhed at 


his fatal miſtake in believing Jeſus, whom he 
now ſaw the Lord of glory, to have been ac- 
curſed of God as a deceiver, faid, © Lord, what 
wilt NN to do?” I am willing to be or 
do whatſoever thou ſhalt pleaſe. And the Lord 


| 7 him, Ariſe, go into the city, and it ſhall 


e told thee what thou muſt do. And the men 
which journeyed with him, to execute his pleaſure, 
in bringing the diſciples bound to Jeruſalem, ſtood 
Kaen hearing a voice, though not ſo as to 

iſtinguiſn what was ſpoken, but ſeeing no man 4. 
And Saul aroſe from the earth; and when his eyes 
were opened, having been ſhut with the glare of the 
light, he ſaw no man, ſcales having covered his 
eyes: but they led him by the hand and brought 
him into Damaſcus. And he was three days with- 
out ſight, and neither did eat nor drink. So 


7 Acts Xxvi. 14. 1 Acts XxIl. 9. 
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deeply affected was he with a ſenſe of his blaſphe- 
my, perſecution, and injurious treatment of the 
members of Chriſt; and ſo earneſt was he in mak- 


ing ſupplication * to Jeſus for mercy. Then the 


Locd Jefus, hearing his cries, called Ananias, and 
ſaid unto him, « Ariſe, and go into the ſtreet which 
is called Straight, and enquire in the houſe of Ju- 

one Saul'of Tarſus : for bebold, he prayeth.” 


Ananas, knowing the character of the perſecu- 


. 
* 


tor, and his intention in coming from Jeruſalem to 


Damaſcus, was at firſt afraid to go near him. But 


when the Lord had aſſured him, that he was a 
choſen veſſel to bear his name before the Gentiles, 
and kings, and the children of Iſrael, he went and 
opened his eyes, filled him with the Holy Ghoft, 
and baptized him. Then Saul increaſed the more 


in ſtrength, and confounded the Jews, inſtead of 


the diſciples, who dwelt at Damaſcus; proying, 
not that Jeſus was an impoſtor, but the very 
Chriſt. In this cauſe he lived; in this cauſe he 
ſacyificed his life; and is now with his Lord in 
„„ OE a ie ed as 

The hiſtory of Saul's converſion, thus briefly 
opened, affords theſe following obſervations : which, 
1 pray God, may be profitable to the converſion 
of the ignorant and impenitent; and to the eſta. 
bliſhment of them who have believed through 
_— _——ckcqc 

© I. The converting grace of God comes to a ſin- 


ner unfougkt. 
E813 £11 I N 


From the reaſon given by Chriſt to Ananias when he ſent him to Saul; 
% Behold he prayeth:“ and from the practite of the diſciples in Damaſcus, 
who called upon the name of Chriſt ip prayer, ver. 14; it appears not only that 
Chriſt is, in his own perſon, the object of prayer, but that Saul called upon 
him. „ Ariſe, and be baptized,” fais Ananias, „ard waſh away thy fins, 
calling on the name of the Lord: who is the ſame Lord on whom the diſ- 
ciples believed, Acts xxii. 16. 19. How amazing the charge, from blaſ- 
Phemy to divine worſhip! 
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All, who impartially examine this hiſtory, muſt 


allow, that it was thus with Saul: And the ge- 
gneral tenor of the divine word ſhews, that the 
XZ converſion of * others is, as was that of Saul, un- 
*y ſought. . His heart-was enmity againſt Chriſt ; his 
mouth breathed out threatenings and flaughter 
againſt his diſciples; his power was great; and his 
purpoſe fixed. Had one of his attendants in the 
way told him what would be the event of the jour- 
ney; that he would become a diſciple of Jeſus of 


Nazareth, and preach the faith which he came to 
deſtroy; it is certain that he would have been 
treated as the moſt romantic viſionary: and, pro- 


bably, ſent back to Jeruſalem, as unfit for the pre- 


ſent expedition. But while in his blood +, having 
nothing in him but enmity and rebellion ; the great 
Redeemer came to claim him as his own, and re- 
duce him to obedience. There were no prepara- 
tions for grace, but every thing the reverſe. This 
Jeſus ſaw, when he cried out, © Saul, Saul, why 


perfecuteſt thou me?” 


The language of ſcripture is, © I was found of 
them that ſought me not, | was made manifeſt unto 
them that aſked not after me.” As a ſhepherd, he 
goes into the wilderneſs after the ſheep that 1s loſt, 
until he find it; and when he has found it (not it 


has found him, but he has found #2) he layeth it 


on his ſhoulders, rejoicing; and carries it home. 


The woman, when the piece of ſilver was loſt, 


lighted the candle, and ſought diligently until be 
found it. This humbling, animating truth, might 
be eſtabliſhed from a great variety of paſſages in 
the word of God: but one example ſhall ſuffice, 


It is confeſſed, that the light and voice from heaven, the blindneſs, and 


ſeveral other outward circumſtances, were miraculous, and are not ta be ex- 
pected: But the grace, as converting, was what all conyerted finners expe- 


rience. 


+ Ezek. Avi. 6. 
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which will at once prove and illuſtrate, that the 7 
converting grace of God comes to a ſinner un- 
i tought. how iigh 50 oo. rao 
On the day of pentecoſt, when the diſciples 
9 were aſſembled in Jeruſalem, the Holy Ghoſt 
| fell on them, and enabled them to ſpeak with 
| tongues. This miracle excited the curioſity ↄf the 


Co 


il : people. But the Jews, inſtead « edg; 


| the finger of God in the amazing event, imputed 
i} it to the influence of wine. They had alread 
i crucified the Lord of glory, as an impoſter; an 
1 were now determined to admit no evidence in 
li proof that he was the Chriſt of God. Upon this, 
1 Peter proves from the Old-Teſtament, that a 
it ſuffering and riſing Meſſiah was promiſed=that 
God had raiſed Jeſus from the dead, of which 
tranſaction they were witneſſes—then he charges 
the guilt of this moſt dreadful crime upon thake ' 
who ſtood before him to mock him, ſaying, Let all 
i the houſe of Iſrael know aſſuredly, that God hath 
lh; - made that ſame Jeſus whom ye; yes, whom vr 
0 have crucified, both Lord and Chriſt. They were 
if not aſſembled before God to confeſs the greatneſs 
9 of their guilt in murdering the Prince of peace. 
| Had this been the caſe, their converſion might 
1 be imputed, in part at leaſt, to their humiliation 
| and reformation. But they were aſſembled to 
ll juſtify the moſt aggravated fin, and carry forward 
„ the ungodly cauſe. When (wonderful, ſovereign, 
4 boundleſs grace!) the Lord made the words of 
Peter effectual to their converſion and ſalvation. 
They were paſlive in the matter; the ſubjects 
were wrought upon; and the words of God, by 
the mouth of Peter, like an hammer brake, and 
like a ſpear pierced their inmoſt ſouls. Thus 
alarmed, they were made willing in the day of 
God's power; and thus pricked in their heart, 
their cry was, © Men and brethren, what ſhall we 4 
do?“ Acts ii. 37. e And 


% FE 
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And now, my y fellow-finners, what think you, 
hat do you know & this converting grace. of 
God? It is to be feared that many of you are ſtran- 
98 TO IT DES tied 1433: Lis IP . Ae 
gers to it. The power of inbred. corruption, 


excited by outward temptations arid opportuni- | 
ene e e now, you feels 1h ths 
By gloomy priſon, . what it has done for. you. But, * 
you are unconverted, you are under chains of dark- 
neſs; condemned, for your fins againft God, by that 
la, which is holy, and juſt, and good; and the day 
of vengeance is haſting on apace. Yet deſpair not; 
for as the converting grace of God comes un- 
ſought, it may come to you: eſpecially when we 
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II. That it comes thus to the chief of ſinners. 

Saul was the principal in the perſecution, and, 
by his own confeſſion, the chief of ſinners. While 
others were ſatisfied with perſecuting and deſtroy- 


7 


22 v* » 


of Jeſus himſelf, but compelled ſome of the diſ- 
FCiples to do the ſame. He obtained, againſt them, 
letters from the high-prieſt at Jeruſalem, to the 
_ ſynagogue at Damaſcus. And, having perſuaded, 
or hired a mob to attend him, he haſtens to 
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bring them bound to Jeruſalem. Yet grace, con- 


verting grace, pluckt him as a brand from the 
fire! Well might he ſay, as afterwards he very 
| willingly did, „I was a blaſphemer, and a perſe- 
2 cutor, and injurious. But I obtained mercy, that 
in me firſt Jeſus Chriſt might ſhew forth all long- 
> ſuffering for a pattern to them which ſhould here- 
after believe on him to life everlaſting.” | 
The converſion of Zaccheus, recorded Luke xix: 
I=—10, ſets forth this truth in a very ſtriking man- 
ner. His profeſſion, as a tax-gatherer, hal ex- 
0 Ta poſed 
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poied him to the temptation of rapine and crueltv. 
In the execution of this office he had amaſſed 
wealth: but, like too many in our day, with "the | 
loſs of reputation, and the curſe of the poor, 
whom he had oppreſſed. His name, as a covetous, 
unjuſt, and unfeeling publican, was known thro? 
the whole town of Jericho: for when Jeſus 
was going to his houſe, they all murmured, fay- 


ing, that he was gone to be a gueſt with a man 


that is a ſinner. Had Zaccheus been only on a 
level in fin with his neighbours, there would 
have been no ground for the murmurings of the 


people. But, as he was infamous in the eyes of 
them who were ungodly themſelves, - they thought 
it inconſiſtent with the character of Jeſus, as an 


| honeſt and holy man, to have any communications 
with him. But the Redeemer, ſuch is his grace 


and power! called him out of the tree, into Which 


curioſity had led him; and, in the face of the mur- 


muring multitude, declared that ſalvation was his. 
Thus it appears that the converting grace of 
God our Savior comes freely to the chief of 


ſinners. | 3g | 
his truth will further appear, if we conſider 


what St. Paul has recorded of the Corinthians before 
the goſpel came among them. See 1 Cor. vi. 9— 11. 
* Be not deceived, ſays he; neither fornicators, 
nor idolators, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor 
abuſers of themſelves with mankind, nor thieves, 


nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor ex- 
tortioners.“ Now ſuppoſe, Sirs, that I were to go 
through this priſon, and write down a catalogue of 


the crimes for which the malefactors are confined. 
Or, ſuppoſe that you were to go through the world ; 
and, having come to that place which you found 


moſt given up to their own heart's luſts, had a 
mind to fend an account of its wickedneſs to your 


friends at home: I fay, ſuppoſing theſe caſes ; could 
| | | words 
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| ads more deſcriptive of their abderifoations: than 
80 theſe of the apoſtle; be invented? Impoſſible. And 
+ what will become of ſpch ? Truly, if they die in 
heir ſins, they ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of 

7 God. And ſuch were ſome of you, who are now, 
ku, by the converting grace of God; waſhed and ſanc- 


* tified and juſtified. - Theſe Corinthians; who were 
once thus polluted; n paw glorified ſpirits in the 


| 22 | king dom of God: 


One would think that ſuck an account of the 


| 1 j riches of God's grace, brought home to the chief 


of ſinners, would excite attention, and hope, and 


F 
% 
1 


FIN 


prayer, in eyery poor ſinner WhO hears it. "on 
alas! it is not ſo. 

Say not; my fellow-mortals, «tis tod late, my fins 
are too many and too. aggravated.” The blood of 
1 eſus; is the blood of him who was God manifeſt 


in the fleſb: it cleanſed Saul from his blaſphemies 


and perſecutions: it cleanſed Zaccheus from the 
” guilt of his unjuſtly-acquired wealth: it cleanſed 
the Corinthian converts from all their filthy abomi- 
nations: and; as a fountain, it is now open; and 
tleanſeth from all ſin: God help you to come; and 
waſh; and be clean. I ſpeak now to the vileft 
among you; becauſe the converting grace of God 
comes freely to the very chief of ſinners. 
III. It comes thus in a diſtinguiſhing manner. 

That there will; at laſt, be a very awful diſtinc- 
tion and ſeparation between the children of men, is 
moſt evident from God's infalhble word: For 
when the Son of man ſhall come in his glory, and 
all the holy angels with him, then hall he fic upon 
the throne his | 5 And before him ſhall be ga- 
thered all ci, ** he ſhall ſeparate them one 
from another, as a ſhepherd Fs. n the theep 
from the goats. Then fhall the king ſay unto then 
on his right hand, Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, 
inherit the * prepared for you from the 

i 3 | foxnda- | 
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foundation of the world: and theſe ſhalt go a 


into life eternal. But to them on the left hand, he 


ſhall fay, Depart, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire; 
and into everlaſting puniſhment ſhall they go away.“ 
God's. word is equally poſitive, that “the im- 
penitent, and the unbelieving, and the abominable, 
and murderers, and whoremongers, and covetous, 
and idolaters, and all lyars, are the people that ſhall 


have their part in the lake that burneth with fire 


and brimftone.” But are there none now in hea- 
ven who were once as vile as theſe ? Yes, bleſſed be 
God, there are! May the report reach your hearts, 


my fellow-ſinners, and inſpire you with faith and 


hope ! © Such, equally guilty and polluted, were 


ſome of you; but ye are waſhed, but ye are ſancti- 


fied, but ye are juſtified.” And, we may add, now 
they are glorified. | 1 


Now the queſtion 1s, Did they come to this happy p 


ftate by the merit of their own works; in virtue of 


the conditions performed by the power of natural 


free-will ? Or, are they wholly indebted to the 
diſtinguiſhing . grace of God? If it. be by good 
works in the creature, it can never be "A you, 
whoſe works have beenſuch, as have rendered you un- 
fit to live among men: And I am ſure it would not 


have been for the blaſphemer, whoſe converſion we 


are now conſidering. But it was of diſtinguiſhing, as 
well as rich and free grace to him; and it will be lo 
to us, if ever we be converted and ſaved. Let us 


examine his caſe a little; and, I think, it will evi- 


dently appear, that the Lord Jeſus diſtinguiſhed him 
in a remarkable manner. Being a Jew, he expected 


a Mefſhah. Having had a liberal education, he 


ought to have examined impartially the claims of 


Jeſus to that character, by the prophecies. of the Old 
Teſtament. Having been brought up. at the feet 


of Gamaliel, who, for his wiſdom. and integrity, 


was had in reputation among the people; and, as. a 


Eo | young 
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© young man, he ſhould have hearkened to his advice, 
when he diſſuaded the Jews from perſecuting the 
diſciples, leſt haply they ſhould be found fighting 
7 againſt God, Acts v. 34. &c. But, no. Such is the 
nature of malicious zeal! Contrary to the cleareſt 


© fulfilment of prophecy; contrary to the moſt fla- 
grant miracles. and contrary to the earneſt caution 

of his venerable tutor, he perſecutes them to ſtrange 
cities, even to Damaſcus : whither he was now ap- 
roaching with his. attendants, to bring men and 


women, who called upon the name of Jelus, to Je- 
ruſalem for ſlaughter. Conſider theſe things, and 


tell me, if you can find any good diſpoſition in this 
man, for which he ſhould be diſtinguiſhed with 


grace from Chriſt and glory with Chriſt; while the 


: generality of perſecutors, and even thoſe who ac- 
© companied him, ſo far as we know, periſhed in 
their ſins. When this convert ſpeaks of himſelf in 
the following part of his life, his language is, By 
the grace of God | am what I am.“ 5 

As a farther proof and illuſtration of this truth, 
let us conſider the caſe of the two thieves that were 
crucified with the Lord of glory. Of theſe one cer- 
tainly went from the croſs to Jeſus in paradiſe; and, I 
- ſuppoſe, it is equally certain that the other periſhed | 
in his fins. As to their lives, till they were faſtened 
to the croſs, we are left to conclude that they were 
alike abandoned. For if the one -had been leſs 
wicked than the other, as the cauſe for which re- 
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7 
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Pentance and ſalvation were beſtowed upon him, 


the evangeliſts ought to have informed us of it: 
to prevent us from drawing a concluſion, ſo much 
to his diſadvantage, and our miſ-information ; 


7 which yet muſt be drawn from what is recorded. 


Admitting then, that their lives were equally profane: 
how do they appear when brought to the ignomini- 


3 ous place of execution ? Alike impeniteat—alike 
1 loſt to ſname —alike full of contempt towards the 


B 2 ſuffering 
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ſuffering Redeemer, they reviled him, ſaying, 
6 Thou that deſtroyeſt the temple, and buildeſt 
it in three days, ſave thyſelf: if thou be the Son 
of God, come down from the croſs. He truſted * 
in God, let him deliver him, if he will have him.“ 
Theſe things did the thieves, who were crucified 
with him, caſt in his teeth, Matt. xxvii. 44. But 
the ſovereign Potter hath power over the clay, of 
the ſame lump to make one veſſel to honor, 
and another to diſhonor, Rom. ix. 21. There- 
fore grace, like the wind which bloweth where it 
liſteth, deſcended upon one of the hardened miſ- 
creants. And then the wretch, born again of the 
Spirit, cries out of his own vileneſs; of the vile- 
neſs of his accomplice in wickedneſs; aſſerts the 
innocence of the dying Lamb of God; and calls 
upon him, as the Lord of glory, to remember him 
when he ſhould come into his kingdom *. Thus 
did grace come in a diftinguiſhing manner. 
Again: Conſider how St. Paul writes to the 
Epheſians, and then you will have a ſtill further 
evidence of this important truth. You hath he 
quickened, who were dead in treſpaſſes and fins: 
wherein in time paſt ye walked according to the 
courſe of this world, according to the prince of the 
power of the air, the fpirit that now worketh in the 
children of diſobedience. Among whom allo we 
all had our converſation in times paſt, in the luſts 
of our fleſh, fulfilling the deſires of the fleſh, and 
of the mind; and were by nature the children of 
wrath, even as others. But God, who is rich in 
mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 
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Sen when we were dead in fins, hath quickened 


+ 4s.” Where obſerve, 1. The believers at Epheſus 
were; as to their deſcent from ſinful and guilty 


Adam, children of wrath, even as other Epheſians, 
22. The courſe of their lives and their converſa- 


tion had been as much under the influence of the 
wicked one, and they had as much fulfilled the 
© defires of the fleſh and of the mind, as other 
children of diſobedience. 3. They had been as 
dead in theſe treſpaſſes and fins as others. 4. But 
* Chriſt, as head of his body the church, had 
quickened and converted them to himfelf : Which 
happy effect and invaluable bleſſing aroſe from the 
riches of God's mercy and the greatneſs of his love 
-* wherewith he loved them, even when they were 
dead in fins. Who does not ſee here the ſovereignty 
of the grace of God! | | : 

Give me leave to remind you, my fellow-ſinners, 
that though we are all. now together in this place 
of worſhip, yet ere long—T tremble to think of it! 


2 


May heaven prevent it yet ere long, it is pro- 


bable ſome of us muſt fink lower than the grave 
lou, as the bottomleſs pit. And if but one ſhould 


aſcend from Tyburn to heaven, his language muſt 
and will be, Not unto me, O Lord, not unto me, 


but unto thy name give the glory.“ | 
IV. This converting grace of God brings with 


it the greateſt and moſt neceſſary bleſſings. 


Bleſſings that are ſuited to all; but, in a pecu- 
liar manner to you, who, by outrageous violations 
of God's commands, and the laws of your country, 
| have forfeited your lives, as well as your immortal 
= Happineſs; and muſt, in leſs than three days, ap- 
Pear before Gop HIMSELF, your Maker and your 
= Judge... | 
Were ] commiſſioned by the king to proclaim 


BY pardon to the condemned, and releaſe to the cap- 


tives; I am perſuaded, 1 ſhould be reckoned a wel- 
| _ come 


( 14 ) 
come meſſenger, and attended to without wearineſs, 
But, though I come as a meſſenger from the King 
of kings, and publiſh, in his name, ſalvation to eve- 


ry ſinner who will accept it as God's free gift in 
Jeſus Chriſt, I ſee a ſtrange careleſſneſs and diſguſt, 2 


which ſtrongly mark your ignorance of your awful 
caſe; and 1s, I fear, the torerunner of your de- 
ſtruction “ . May the Lord cauſe you to embrace 
the two great bleſſings which I am going to men- 


tion, as accompanying the converting grace of 


God. 88 
1. Juſtification. 
This is that act of God, by which, as the ſu- 
preme Judge, and as the Fountain of all mercy, 


he pardons their fins, and pronounces righteous, all 


that believe in Chriſt crucified, as appointed of 
God to be the Savior of ſinners. By this act of 
God they have a free, full, and unalienable right 
to the kingdom of heaven. In our own perſons 
we are all ſinners, and, as ſuch, guilty before God. 
Nothing keeps us from ſuffering the dreadful pe- 


nalty, but the ſlender thread of life. If that be cut 


before we are by faith acquainted with Jeſus, as a 
Savior, we drop into hell. But to prevent this, the 
God of love and wiſdom hath found out a way, 
conſiſtent with his juſtice and truth, to ſave the 
vileſt, that return to him in the way of the goſpel. 
« This is the record ;” the God of truth not only 


ſpeaks, but ſpeaks as a witneſs in court, ſworn to 


declare the truth; which, if we believe not, we 
make God a lyar: «this is God's record, that he 


| hath given to us, ſinners, eternal life.” How and 


where is it? © This life is in his Son.“ Who are the 


* While the ſermon was preaching, ſome of the malefactors were ſleeping, 
others talking, and behaving in ſuch a manner as ſhewed, that they did not con- 
fider themielves as concerned in the matter. This amazing ſtupidity can never 
be accounted for, but upon the principles of divine revelation, which repreſents 
man dead in treſpaſſes and fins ; and blinded by the god of this world, leſt the 
ligt of the glorious gojpel of Chriſt ſhouid ſhine unto him. 


ſinners 
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ſinners that arepartakers of this eternal life? He 
That hath the Son, hath life; and he that hath not 


L The Son of God, hath not life.“ Theſe things were 
in ritten by St. John to the believers of his day, that 


„they might know that they had eternal life. And 
11 Jeſus Chriſt is the ſame yeſterday, to-day and for 
e 5 Ever. | 5 h e 
like the man- ſlayer under the law, we are pur- 
ſued by the avenger of blood. The cry at our 
of bels is, © Curſed is every one that continueth not 
iin all things written in the book of the law to do 
them. Pay me what thou oweſt. The wages of 


. bn is death.“ But Chriſt, like the city of refuge, 
y s appointed of God for ſalvation to the ends of the 


"earth. Where-ever the word of truth comes, whe- 
"ther to the lordly manſion, or the lowly cottage; 
\f Whether to the palace at St. James's, or to the pri- 
* ſon of Newgate; this is the gracious declaration: 
„ To him give all the prophets. witneſs, that thro? 


4 his name whoſoever—yes, bleſſed be Godwin o- 
. En believeth on him, ſhall receive remiſſion of 
„„ + fins.” He was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, he 
a BY was bruiſed for our iniquities; the chaſtiſement of 
N our peace was upon him, and with his ſtripes we 
„ ere healed. He died, the juſt for the unjuſt, in 
cConſequence of his being made ſin for us. And by 


1 _ The one offering of himſelf upon the croſs, he hath 
„% taken away fin, and perfected for ever them that are 
4 ſanctified. The knowledge of this is a neceſſary 
ingredient to render life happy, But it muſt be pe- 
cCuliarly comfortable to people in dying circumſtan- 


1e : 
4 Ness, To know that our ſins, which are as nume- 


-zrous as the drops of rain in the thick cloud, are 
blotted out that our crimes, which are red as ſcar- 
oz Het, are become white as ſnow—that they are re- 
moved as far from us as the eaſt is from the weſt— 4 
nts that they are caſt as a ſtone into the depths of the 
ca — and thar, as the hand-writing of ordinances that 
4 3 Was 


will enable a man to meet death wich coura 


This is one of the great bleflings' that: accompany b. 
juſtified. The other i is, 


What do you think he muſt feel, when he ſaw his 


grace, worthy to reign with God for ever Behald 
that poor and wretched prodigal! His money is 


ture with the huſks thrown out to the Gwine—but 9 | 


"1 
was againſt us, they are taken out of the way, and 
rajted? to the croſs of Chriſt, I fay, to Know ID | 3 


in the proſpect of it, ſay with the conve in = 6 
text; The ſting of death is fan, and the ſtrength i 
of ſit is the lay; but thanks be to God who giveth '® 
us the victory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.“ 


converſion : * Whom God called; them he alſo 


2. Adoption. 

By nature, all men are 1 . bf eh, W. 
and heirs of miſery. By grace, ſome are adopted 2 
into the family of heaven, and made heirs of God 
himſelf. uſt as Moſes, who was by nature as 
much a flave, and heir” of diſgrace as any other 
Liraelitifh child, was made the fon and heir of Pha- 
roah's daughter, when ſhe took him out of the ark, 
and called him her fon, This privilege came to 
none of the deſcendants of Jacob beſides Moſes. 7 


brethren in ſlavery, and himſelf heir to the crown 1 
of Egypt? How muſt he bleſs the kind hand of 
Providence that had thus diſtinguiſhed him! But what 
was the favour done to doſes, which afterwards he 
willingly renounced, when compared with the bleſ. 
ſing of adoption which a poor ſinner poſſeſſes thro 
the converting grace of God | By nature, a child | 
of wrath : by x grace, an heir of gloty | By ſin, upon 
a level with them, for whom is reſerved the blackneſs E 4 1 
of darkneſs for ever: by grace, exalted higher than 
the angels! By ſin, unworthy to be annihilated: 10 


ne with riotous living—he 1s periſhing in he | 
fields through want— he tries in vain to fatisfy. na- 


no man gave unto him] As the laſt, the only 25 | 
ent 4 
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dient to prevent deſtruction, he reſolves to go back 
5; to his father, to confeſs his vileneſs, and beg to be 


d, 3 the meagelſt of his ſervants. Back he goes, when, 
ur aſtoniſning grace! his father ſees him yet a great 
- way off, he knows him, and has compaſſion on him, 
* 9 nd runs, and falls on his neck, and kiſſes him, and 
1 ays, MY SON. 35 3 | | | 

Ibis adoption, Sirs, is not purchaſed by money; 
St is not obtained by the merit of a well-ſpent life. 
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But it is beſtowed as a gift, and received only by 
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faith in Jeſus Chriſt, as the Son of God and the Sa- 
h, vior of ſinners : For as many as receive him, to them 
gives he power to become the ſons of God, even to 
hem that believe on his name. If this bleſſing 


as were only granted to the ſober, the moral, and 


1 <> 


er the devout, it would not have been for the prodi- 


: £ 1 


na- gal ; it would not have been for us. But as it is the 
rk, #ree-grace gift of God in, and with the Savior, it 


o may be ours: it ſhall be the privilege of all that 
es. believe. | 5 
his The children of God now around the throne were 
once ſinners as you are now: yea, ſome of them 
juſtly doomed by the laws of their country to the 
g molt ignominious death. Yet God pluckt them as 
brands from the burning; adopted them into his fa- 
mily; and took them to glory: where they are now | 
3 kings and prieſts unto God for ever. May this hap- 
& py, but undeſerved end be yours and mine 
V. This converting grace of God produces the 
3 moſt wonderful effects. . 
Ihe limits of a ſermon forbid me to mention 
them all; or to enlarge upon any of them. A tew 
of them 1 will briefly ſet before you, to ſhew, that 
che grace of God does what human Jaws cannot do; 
and that the doctrines of grace, when rightly un- 
i <critood, do not lead to licentiouſnels. 
1. It makes fin hateful and burdenfome. 
> FL C Sin, 
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Sin, if the word of God ſtate matters right, is of 
all evils the worſt, and the parent of all the reſt. 
It ruined legions of angels. [t brought death into 
our world, It has brought you, my much lamented 
fellow-ſinners, to thoſe miſerable ſenſations, which 
your chains and theſe walls excite in your minds. 
It is the cauſe of thoſe racking feelings, which the 
belief of an Almighty God, and a judgment to 


come, muſt create. And, if you die impenitent, is 


the ſole cauſe of your eternal deſtruction. Not- 
withſtanding, we naturally love ſin, as the ſow loves 


to wallow in the mire. And when we turn to our 


own ways, then do we forſake the ways of God. And 


thus it muſt be till grace change the heart. For a 


corrupt tree cannot bring forth good fruit. But when 
God writes his law in the heart; when he renews 
the ſoul in righteouſneſs and true holineſs ; though 
he does not eradicate fin, yet he makes the convert 
to loath it, and abhor himſelf as being the ſubject 
of it. The experience of the man, whoſe conver- 
ſion I have been ſetting before you, confirms this 
truth. Rom. vii. 24; he expreſſes his feelings in 
_ thoſe emphatical words: O wretched man that J 
am! who ſhall deliver me from the body of this 
death?” What he means by the body of this death, 

which was the cauſe of his unhappineſs, he tells us 

in the preceding verſes: In his fleſh dwelt no 

good thing. Yet he delighted in the law of God 
after the inward man. But he ſaw another law in 
his members, warring againſt the law of the mind, 
bringing him into captivity.” On account of this 
he groaned. But men do not groan under what 
they love, but what they hate. Grace therefore 
makes fin hateful and burdenſome to thoſe that are 
Converted. | 


foul, 


2. It renders Jeſus Chriſt very precious to the 
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1 How evident is this in the caſe before us! None 
had meaner thoughts of Jeſus of Nazareth than 
Saul. None took greater pains to extirpate his 
name and followers from the face of the earth. 
*X None could have a better opinion of themſelves 
s. than he had. Yet, when he was converted, the 
je whole was reverſed. Hear his language, and com- 
to pare it with his former thoughts of Chriſt : © What 
3 chings, ſays he, were gain to me, thoſe I counted 
loſs for Chriſt. Yea, doubtleſs, and I count all 
es things but loſs, for the excellency of the know- 
ar © ledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord: for whom I have 
fufferec the loſs of all things, and do count them 
but dung that I may win Chriſt, and be found in 


4 . . ” . . - - * * 
en him, not having mine own righteouſneſs which is 
S of the law, but that which is by the faith of Chriſt, 


the righteouſneſs which is of God by faith.” He 
Tt. Calls Jeſus my Lord; before, he had held him accurſed. 
— His own righteouſneſs, which had been in time 
paſt the ground of his confidence before God, he 


r- 

is counts but Joſs, yea dung; the righteouſneſs of 
in Chriſt being revealed to him.—Before, he actually 
1 7 compelled the diſciples of Chriſt to blaſpheme their 
is 7 maſter: Now, he almoſt compels blaſphemers to be- 


come his diſciples.— Before, his time was ſpent in 
waſting the church of Chriſt : Now, it is employed to 
ſpread abroad his fame. Before, he exceeded many 
Jof his equals in the Jews religion: Now, he exceeds 
all in zeal and labor for Chriſt.— Before, he would 
have thought it an honor to have died in the cauſe of 
rde Jews, in oppoſition to the Chriſtians: Now, hg” 
Voellingly ſacrifices his life to promote the knowledge 
"hu Chriſt, in oppoſition to both Jews and Gentiles. 
7 Thus does converting grace render Chriſt precious. 
3 Is he precious to your fouls? | 
23 .. It makes God's ordinances deſirable. 
Z _* Behold, he prayeth,” was the deſcription that 
8 Chriſt gave of Saul, when he ſent Ananias to reſtore 
; 5 his 
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e ee. call upon him, till the deſired bleſſing 


ſeen the caſe of your ſouls, ſo wretched before God 9 
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his fight. God's ordinances of hearing, reading, 
and praying, &c. are means of grace appointed bß 
him for the benefit of ſinners. But till our ſouls | 
are quickened by grace, we either do not wait upon \l 
God at all; or we do it in a lifeleſs, formal manner. 
on orant of our danger, and ignorant of his bleſſings, 
we turn our back upon him, as unworthy of our 


regard. But when the eyes our underſtanding are 


enlightened to ſee that we are guilty before God: 


And that God hath notwithſtanding declared his 


purpoſe of pardoning thoſe that come to him in 
the name of Jeſus; we ſhall, with eagerneſs and 


e ſent down from above. Juſt as you, my ike 4 
happy fellow-creatures, who feel your miſery, and 
dread the time and place of execution, would wil- 
Iingly uſe any means that the king ſhould preſcribe 


for your releaſe; if, in the uſe of them, he ſhould 7 


. promiſe a pardon, Such views does the grace of - 


God give to the ſinner of his awful caſe, that he 
that he will apply once, and again, and again for 
mercy : and if mercy be with- held, he will renew his 
application. As the heart panteth after the water 
brooks, ſo will his ſoul pant after God, the living 
God. Do you not ſee the convert in our text? His 
buſineſs was prayer—his continuance in it was day 
and night—his (eagerneſs would not ſuffer him w _ 
refreſh his body. “He was three days, and neither A 
did eat nor drink,” Have you, my friends, ever 
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as to cry mightily unto him for relic#? The lan- 
guage of your lips * has been, 
Mercy, good Lord, mercy I aik, 
This is the total ſum; 
For mercy, Lord, is all my ſuit, 
O let thy mercy come! 
Has this been the language of your hearts? 


* Tlie vriſoners ſung part of the Lomentation of a firmer before the ſermon. 
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4. It makes the life holy and exemplary. . 
Grace comes freely to the very chief of ſinners, 
but it makes them ſaints. It infuſes holy princi- 
2X ples, which human laws never can do. It forms the 
ſoul in the image of God. And the doctrines of the 
F goſpel, as a mould, receive the ſoul, wrought upon 


zur by the Spirit; and the conſequence is obedience : 
are „ Ye have obeyed from the heart that form [or 
d: 3 mould, ure] of doctrine into which ye were deli- 
his vered, as melted ore by the refiner, Rom. vi. 17. 
in The Corinthians, before the goſpel came, were vile 


22> as the vileſt; but the truth made them free. Such 
were ſome of you, but ye are waſhed, but ye are ſanc- 
2 tified.” The covetous and unjuſt Zaccheus became, 
by the converting power of grace, firſt honeſt, he 
made reſtitution z; then liberal. After I have re- 
be ſtored fourfold to thoſe whom I have wronged, I 
ld give, ſays he, half my goods to the poor. This con- 
of \ 3 duct ſnut the mouths of the enemies of Chriſt and 
® Zaccheus. Where grace is abundantly diffuſed into 
the ſoul from the heavenly Phyſician, it rectifies its 
faculties ; gives life to its decayed powers; and 
cauſes the whole man to act for God. None mani- 
teſted this more than the happy ſubject of grace, of 
whom we are now ſpeaking. His body, his foul, his 
all, were at the ſervice of Jeſus; who had bought 
him with his blood, and converted him by his grace. 
le ſought not his own, but the things which were 
er Jeſus Chriſt's. If he deſired to live or to die, it was 
od that Chriſt might be magnified. Patient in adver- 


in- "4 ſity; and content in whatſoever ſtate he was: no- 
| thing moved him fo much as the diſbonor that was 
0 caſt. upon his Lord; or the miſconduct of thole that 
named the name of Chriſt. Had converting grace 


S 
n 
Rs 
ves? 


7 reigned in your hearts, poor ſinners, ye would not 
have been confined here with the gloomy proſpect 
of an ignominious death &. . It 
: 1 The author begs leave to inform the reader, that he does by no means 
Tr Maintain, that all, who profeſs the doctrines ſupported in this ſermon, are de- 
- _ - | | voted 
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* removes the ſting of death. 
ath is haſtening upon us all: and the conſe- 
quences of it are infinitely momentous. To be ſaved 
or damned to eternity, are words that have ſtruck 
terror into thouſands ; and rendered them incapa- 
ble of living happy in the enjoyment of worldly 
goods. If, then, death is often ſo terrible when | 
viewed at a diſtance ; what muſt it be, when our pe- 
riod is limited to a day or two! When in a * 
hours our doom will be fixed for ever! Thoſe words 
for ever carry in them the fullneſs of joy, or inex- * 
preſſible anguiſh, as we are armed or not armed to 
meet the enemy that is unavoidable. 5 
No the converting grace of God opens to the 
foul, in the glaſs of God's word, ſuch truths as diſ- 
arm death of its ſting; and make him the meſſenger 
of peace and liberty. By it we underſtand, in a 
meaſure, the eternal counſels of Jehovah to ſave ſin- 
ners—the perſon and work of the. Savior, who, as 
Godman, expiated fin by his ſacrifice upon the croſs : * 
and now ever lives to make interceſſion for all that 
come to the Father by him—the juſtification and 
adoption of all that believe - and the glorious reſur- 
rection and exaltation of thoſe that die in the Lord. 
Theſe are truths known and experienced only by 
them, whom God converts to himſelf: and theſe 
truths, ſo far as they are known and experienced, 
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voted to God in their hearts, and exemplary in their eondudt. When he firſt 
ſeriouſly conſidered the truths of God's word, he wiſhed to be in the ſtate of any 
whom he ſaw attending upon the word preached, ſuppoſing that all who heard 
- muſt necefTarily be doers of the word. But obſervation and experience, as well 
as the word of truth, have taught him to conclude, that wry many, even of E 
thoſe that hold the truth as a ſyſtem, hold it in unrightcouſneſs; and wil! 
| have for ever to lament the abuſe of thoſe opportunities they have had of hear- 3 
ng the goſpel of the grace of God: which has proved to them the ſavor of 3 
death unto death. 1 7 
The unhappy Mr. D—, at whoſe requeſt this ſermon was prezched, told me, 
hat he hoped his example would be a caution to other profeſſors whom he knew * 
o be no leſs guilty than himſe!f, The name of one he mentioned, who is fond Þ 
of making himfelf conſpicuous in many worſhipping congregations, If this 
note ſhould fall in his way; and his conſcience ſmite him: I hope he will fall 1 
down and bleſs God that he is not diſcovered; and avoid ſuch ungodly deeds in Ml 
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; render death deſirable. Hear how the convert, of 


e- hom we have been preaching, expreſſes himſelf, 
2d when ſpeaking of his own death: I am in a ſtrait, 


betwixt two,” ſays he, © having a deſire to depart, 


and to be with Chriſt ; which is far better. We are 


confident, and willing rather to be abſent from 
che body, and to be preſent with the Lord.” How 
Ihe came to be fo confident of his ſtate, and ſo 
deſirous to meet death, he tells us in another place. 
The ſting of death is ſin; and the ſtrength of ſin 
is the law: but thanks be to God who giveth us the 

victory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” 
2% Theſe are ſome of the wonderful effects of con- 


converſion of this wonderful man. And, 
1. We may learn, that they, who are now glori- 
lied ſaints around the throne of God, were once 


vile and ſinful, as we are this day. This is no leſs 


amazing, than it is indiſputably true. The very 
man who was once full of rage againſt Chriſt and his 


followers—who was himſelf a blaſphemer, and com- 
pelled others to blaſpheme alſo—who imbrued his 
hands in the blood of many of the harmleſs and 
3 helpleſs diſciples—and who would have rejoiced to 


3 call fire from heaven for their total deſtruction ; 


his very ſame man, I ſay, is now fitting at the right 
hand of the Lorp or cLory; and poſſeſſing that 
kingdom, which was prepared for him from the 
foundation of the world. While he was upon 
earth, laboring under afflictions, neceſſities, diſ- 
treſſes, ſtripes and impriſonments, he knew that he 
had a building of God, an houſe not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens : he knew in whom he 
had believed, and he was perſuaded that Jeſus was 
able to keep that which he had committed unto him 
3 3 againſt 


( 24 ) 


a holy fortitude, and without the leaſt diſmay, ſay- 


Ing, I am now ready to be offered, and the time of 


my departure is at hand. I have fought a good 


fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the A 
faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown i 


of righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the righteous 


Judge ſhall give me: and not to me only, but unto 


all them alſo that love his appearance *. I hus lived, 


and thus died, one who, from being the chief of 
ſinners, became the prince of apoltles on earth; 


and who is now before the throne of God, ſaying, 
* Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain.” Happy 


man! and mightily changed indeed! I am almoſt at 


a loſs which to admire moſt : the polluting, con- 
demning, and hateful nature of fin; or the free, 
rich, efficacious, and transforming nature of the 
grace of Chriſt. —By this his people are turned 
trom darkneſs to light, and from the power of Sa- 


tan unto God; by this they receive remiſſion of 


ſins; and, at laſt, an inheritance among the ſaints 


in light. 


2. Theſe truths afford the beſt encouragement, to 
them who know and feel that they have ruined them- 
{elves by fin, to apply for mercy and ſalvation. 

W hile we remain under the energy of the god of 
this world, and the ſtupidity that naturally dwells 
upon the mind by ſin, all the terrors of God's law 
againſt it, exemplified in the perdition of the ungodly 


who have gone before us, are not ſufficient to re- 
ſtrain vs from loving and following it. But when 
God diſcovers to a ſinner his own glory; when he 


* 2 Tim. iv. 6, 7, 8. Note; Theſe triumphant words were uttered by the 
apoſtle, when he was the ſecond time before Nero; ſoon after which he was 
put to death. | 


againſt that day. Through the courſe of his miniftry, | 
his defire was to depart out of life, and to be with | 
Chriſt. And when death ſtared him in the face, as | 
evidently as it does ſome of us now; he met it with 


gives 
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gives him to ſee, that the angels veil their faces with 
their wings, while they proclaim the holineſs of the 
LoRD or HOSTS; then he cries out, . Wo is me, for 
I am undone; becauſe I am a man of unclean _ i 
In this condition, he is ready to defpair, and can 
hardly forbear concluding, that, fince God is Jul 
and holy; he muſt periſh. Struck with a ſenſe of 


his numberleſs and aggravated offences; and antici- 


pating the vengeance due to his ſins; he mani- 


feſts the conſternation of his mind in theſe words, 


Nhat muſt T do? Do! why, look at the convert of 


* 


vhom we have been ſpeaking, and take courage, and 


call upon the name of the Lord. His example aſ- 
ſures you; that God has forgiven and faved ſinners, 
h; and that 
Paul were now permitted to forſake the bliſsful regi- 
IF ons—to enter this gloomy priſon—and take poſſeſ- 
ſion of my place for a few minutes; what do you 
think his language to you would be? Had I his 
abilities and experience, I could tell you better. 
However, we may juſtly ſuppoſe he would ſpeak to 
this effect: Ppor ſinners, deſpair not. I was once 
= © vile as the vileſt among you. I was as ignorant 


Chriſt died for his enemies, Tf the apoſtle 


* of, and as much averſe from the Savzor, as you 
can poſfibly have been. He ſought me, when 
« 1 was 1 in treſpaſſes and ſins. He found 
me, when 1 was going to Damaſcus, full of rage 
* and madneſs againſt him. He ſtopped me. He 
* made me feel my guilt and miſery. He re- 
e vealed himſelf to me as the expected Redeemer 


Ils WY © of Iſracl. I cried unto him for mercy : which 
aw WF © he freely and amply vouchſafed to me: He 
ly carried me ſafely through the ſtiares of life; and 
re- ** the dark valley of the ſhadow of death. And 
en now I am faved, exalted and glorified ! If, after 
he ll © ſeeing me; you can doubt of the ability or willing- 
the * Iſa. vi. 1—5. 
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neſs of Jeſus to ſave to the uttermoſt, all that 
come to God by him; I declare further, that I left 
behind me in the kingdom of my God, multitudes i 
who were utterly unworthy of the felicity which 
they enjoy. I aſſure you, that I myſelf heard Him, 
who is the advocate with the Father, pleading 
his own ſacrifice, for many who are now * living 
in open rebellion againſt him. And the word il 
of truth informs you, that the reviving declara. 
tion of him who cannot lye, is, H1M THAT comeTa 
vNTo Me, I wiLL in NO WISE casT our. Aſk, i 
and it ſhall be given you : ſeek, and ye ſhall find: 
knock, and it ſhall be opened to you.” Thus 
would you be encouraged and exhorted from above. 
May the God of all grace give you faith, hope, and 
a ſpirit of prayer! And if from your hearts you can 
only ſay, God be merciful to me a finner !”* thoſe 
words will reach the throne of God; and he wil! 
bind up your broken hearts—proclaim liberty to 
your captive ſouls—and open the priſon of guilt and 
deſpair to you who are bound, But, =_ 
3. Behold, the awful caſe of thoſe ſinners, who 
are moved neither by God's judgments nor mercies. 

If there be a caſe upon earth pitiable, and, at the 
ſame time deteſtable, it is that of a ſinner, who does 
not tremble under the apprehenſion of the wrath of 
God revealed from heaven: and who has no diſpoſi- 
tion to hearken to his voice as a God of | ha, for- 
giving iniquity, tranſgreſſion, and fin, The wretch 
has broken the law; he is condemned already; the 

ſaſpenſion of his execution depends upon the pre- 
carious and ſlender thread of life; the bottomleſs 
pit has opened its mouth to receive all that die in 
their ſins: Yet he is ſecure, as if there were no dan- | 
ger.—As the thunders of Sinai do not alarm him; 
God ſends the word of grace, and his miniſters to 
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nich them that believe, without any difference *—God's 
lim, promiſes, that none ſhall be rejected, who are wil- 
ling ling to receive life as a divine gift in Chriſt Jeſus, 
ins are unfolded The monuments of grace, recorded 
ord for the encouragement of faith and hope, are ex- 


quickened ? It is that you ſhould walk in newneſs 
ies, of life. Are you enriched with the bleſſings of the 
che Rt goſpel? It is that you may live like pilgrims and 
bes ſtrangers upon earth. Has Chriſt divorced you 
of from the law +, and made you one with. himſelf? 
fi. It is that you ſhould bring forth fruit unto God; 
or- and ſerve him in newneſs of ſpirit, and not in the 


ch oldneſs of the letter. In ſhort, if Chriſt hath re- 
-he deemed you by price and by power; it is that you 


| may be a peculiar people, zealous of good works: 


re- 
es and maniteſt, as much as time and opportunities 


permit, that ſin is your greateſt burden. 
n- Lo conclude; let thoſe perſons, who are aſſem- 
n; Þled here to ſee the awful conſequences of violating 


to the laws of government in the ignominious chains 
* Rom. iii. 22. = ＋ Rom. vii, 4. 
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ö have braught theſe men to this unhappy end. 
| Wherein we differ, muſt be imputed to the reſtrain. 
ing pewer, the over-ruling providence; or the ſove- 
reign grace of God. And none of us, as better 
than they, can juſtly caſt at them one ſtone $. 
May this conſideration humble us, and make us 

1 

{| 


thankful! And, while we remember the goodneſs 3 
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of the Lord to us, may we pour forth our cries to 
the God of all grace for theſe our fellow-ſinners. 
| As to you, who have cut ſhort your lives by the 
7 offences which you have committed, and who ſee 
| the period of your exiſtence on earth juſt before 
you; what ſhall 1 fay ?—I have many, many times 
made mention of you in my prayers before God at 
home. I came hither to preach to you with a trem- i 
bling heart. And now my heart's deſire and prayer 

9 for you is, that God may give you repentance unto 
5 life that you may be converted: from the error of 
„ your ways that you may believe on Chriſt for ſal- 
HY vation—and be made the happy monuments of the 
Wil | free, rich, and diſtinguiſhing grace of God for ever and 
| ever. Amen. 7 oi 


3 


1 
1 
2 
A; 
iy 
Io 
oy 
"01 
2 


2c OM 


— "1 — — 
8 — 
— 2 ==» w>— my 
- — * bs 


* v — — — —— 3 
——— 2 — — — 
my * "_ W = 
* Ma — 5 2 
. — - — A” Ws 


— — 
* 


ID oo _ OI. 


— — — 
* 2 ” - 
— 4 2 = 
— — = 
a * — 7 


* « — — — 
my - 2 — — — ” 
PP 
—— — 
== N 
Ly 


2 — 
- — — > - 


bee i 7, 


by PIs Twas — w 
* 8 A ee 
r BEE 


